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Happy Spring! 

 

Although the weather is not cooperating 

as we would all like, it is definitely spring 

at Chatham Middle School.   Spring is 

one of the busiest times at CMS, and our 

building is definitely buzzing! We have 

begun to work toward coordinating the 

transition for our incoming sixth graders 

while also preparing our eighth graders 

for their move to Chatham High School.  

Additionally, we are excited to run 

several field trips, host many spirit days, 

and continue with events such as our 

annual talent show, Battle of the Books, 

Fun in the Sun……!  

 

Hopefully you have all been able to 

access our parent portal in order to select 

your child’s elective and cycle classes.  

This is our third year of providing our 

students with the opportunity to select 

their cycle classes from a choice of many 

different courses.  We are proud of our 

program and are happy to have our 

students choose the classes that they 

would like to take.  If you are having any 

difficulties navigating our portal, please 

give your child’s guidance counselor a call 

so that she can help you with the process.  

The portal will remain opened until April 

24
th

. 

 

Here are a few quick reminders as we 

move into the home stretch…… 

 

1) Please encourage your child to 

clean out his or her locker and to 

bring home winter clothing.  

You’d be surprised how much of 

your child’s wardrobe can fit into 

his or her locker!  Additionally, 

we would like to stress the 

importance of keeping lockers 

wrapper and snack-free.  Students 

should make sure to clean out any 

left-over food from their lockers 

on a daily basis. 

2) As our field trip and student 

activity schedule becomes busier, 

please remember that your child 

should not miss an activity due to 

financial hardship.  We have 

resources to cover these costs.  

Please feel free to reach out to me 

either by email or by phone, and 

I will take care of ensuring your 

child’s participation.  I promise 

you complete confidentiality. 

3) I would like to remind you of the 

CMS policy regarding cell phone 

use in school.  Students are not 

permitted to carry cell phones in 

classrooms and are prohibited 

from using them during the 

school day.  Unfortunately, we 

still do have students who call or 



 

 

text parents during the school 

day.  If your child needs to speak 

with you, he or she should use the 

phone in the main office that we 

have available for students 

throughout the entire day.  

Additionally, if he or she does not 

feel well enough to stay in school, 

he or she must go to our Health 

Office where one of our nurses 

will contact you.  We would truly 

appreciate your reviewing this 

policy with your child.  Thank 

you! 

4) If the weather ever gets warmer, 

we will undoubtedly need to 

revisit with our students our 

expectations regarding the CMS 

dress code.  I’d like to take a 

moment to review the dress code 

with you. All clothing worn to 

school must be suitable for our 

school’s educational atmosphere.  

Please remind your child that 

shorts, skirts, and dresses cannot 

be shorter than his/her fingertips.  

Additionally, a student’s midriff 

and back must be covered and no 

undergarments should be visible.  

If, at any point, we determine that 

a student’s dress is inappropriate 

for school, we will ask him or her 

to change his or her clothing. 

5) To help with your planning, I’d 

like to share with you some 

important dates for upcoming 

events: 

 April 11
th

-April 15
th

:  

Spring Break 

 April 18
th

-22nd: 6
th

 Grade 

PARCC testing 

 April 25
th

-29
th

: 7
th

 Grade 

PARCC testing 

 May 2
nd

-6
th

: 8
th

 Grade 

PARCC testing 

 May 4
th

: 8
th

 Grade Parent 

Meeting for Washington, 

D.C. trip @ 7:00 

 May 5
th

 and 6
th

 
- 

8
th

 grade 

visits Chatham High 

School 

 May 10
th

: 7/8 Grade Band 

and Jazz Band concert 

@7:30 

 May 11
th

: 7/8 Grade 

Chorus and Orchestra 

concert @7:30 

 May 12
th

: CMS Science 

and STEM Expo @ 6:30 

 May 17
th

: PTO meeting at 

CMS@ 9:00 

 May 19
th

: Sixth Grade 

Field Trip to the Liberty 

Science Center 

 May 20
th

: Schooled 

author, Gordon Korman 

visits CMS!! 

 May 20
th

: 8
th

 grade music 

trip to Great Adventure 

 May 25
th

:  5
th

 grade parent 

orientation at CMS@ 7:00 

 June 2
nd

: 6
th

 Grade 

Concert@7:30 

 June 6
th

: 5
th

 grade to visit 

CMS @9:15 

 June 8
th

-10
th

 : Grade 8 

Washington, D.C. trip 

 June 16th: 8
th

 grade pool 

party (6/17: Rain date) 



 

 

 June 20
th

: 6
th

 grade Fun in 

the Sun (6/21 Rain date) 

 June 22nd: 8
th

 grade 

Celebration at CMS 6:30 

 June 23rd: Last day of 

school! 

Finally, I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank all of you for 

your continued support of all that we 

do at Chatham Middle School.  This 

is truly a special place, and it would 

not be the same without our 

tremendous community and parental 

involvement.  I am truly blessed to be 

a part of such a special place! 
 

 
 
 
 
FROM THE PTO PRESIDENT 

                      Melissa Cavallone  
 

 
 

Happy spring! We’re now in the final 

stretch of the school year, and we got 

here without much snow (a nice change)! 

District Superintendent Dr. Michael 

LaSusa spoke at our March PTO 

meeting to explain the preliminary school 

budget, and he has agreed to come back 

for our May 17
th

 meeting (9am in the 

CMS Cafeteria) to review Health and 

Wellness in the district. Don’t miss this 

chance to see this insightful presentation 

that he gave earlier in the year, 

highlighting the challenges our students 

perceive and face. Also, at this meeting 

we will be voting on the roster of 

volunteers for next year’s PTO Board. 

We will be posting the list of nominees 

on the PTO web page 

(www.chathampto.org) soon. 

 

The PTO recently brought producer, 

composer, sound designer, and recording 

artist Brent Daniels to CMS to show our 

students how technology can be used to 

make music. Students supplied phrases 

such as, “I like turtles” and “I like to play 

lacrosse” that were looped and 

segmented in different combinations. 

Even my cynical eighth grader enjoyed 

this assembly. Join me in thanking our 

Programs team for bringing us this fun, 

yet educational assembly. 

 

Keep a look out for the Hospitality 

Committee’s request for parent 

volunteers for the April 5
th

 Staff 

Appreciation Luncheon. We are so 

thankful for our teachers and staff and for 

all their hard work and dedication in 

providing our students with a first class 

education. 

 

The rest of the year brings many fun 

PTO activities for the students. The sixth 

graders will have their “Fun in the Sun” 

day, and seventh graders will get ice 

cream to celebrate the end of the 

year. The eighth grade has a swim party, 

and of course, the celebration/graduation. 

The PTO will also be assisting with 

decorating for the celebration as this year 

it returns to CMS. Thank you to all of the 

grade level coordinators and decorations 

coordinators for your hard work and 

enthusiasm.  

 

While not a PTO event, yet near and 

dear to my heart, June 4
th

 is the Fourth 

Annual American Cancer Society Relay 

for Life in Chatham. Many of our 

students, staff and parents participate. 

You may start hearing about bake sales 

and other fundraising events in the CMS 

and CHS communities. This year’s event 

is again at Haas Field, running from 6pm-

midnight.  The Relay is a very 

inspirational event, honoring caregivers 

and those who have survived cancer and 

remembering those we have lost to 

http://www.chathampto.org/


 

 

cancer. If you’d like to form a team, join 

a team, donate, or if you just have 

questions, please visit 

www.relayforlife.org/chathamnj. 

 

Finally, thank you to all the Board 

Members for your tireless and gracious 

efforts over the past year.  Without you 

this PTO would not function.  

 

 
 
6    SIXTH GRADE NEWS   

 
 

Sixth grade scientists have been heating 

things up while studying volcanoes.  Sixth 

graders were busy learning about the 

parts of a volcano, how they erupt, and all 

different types of volcanoes around the 

world. In April, we will be rockin’ and 

rollin’ into our Rock Cycle unit.  We will 

be investigating different types of rocks– 

the fiery igneous, the mighty morphing 

metamorphic, and the super sedimentary 

and their role in the rock cycle. During 

our culminating activity, sixth grade 

scientists will be composing creative 

projects as they move through the rock 

cycle together! We are looking forward to 

a beautiful spring and all the excitement 

sixth grade has to offer in the last months 

of school. 

 
 

7 SEVENTH GRADE NEWS    

 
 

 

Seventh Grade Social Studies just 

wrapped up studying Sub-Saharan Africa! 

Students did a great job investigating and 

discussing the culture and issues that 

plague the region as well as some of the 

positive influences and organizations that 

exist there to help. Next up on our world 

tour is South and East Asia. There, 

students will be exposed to the unique 

ways of life, physical geography and 

immense business potential that exist in 

this region. Our final project will put 

students in the shoes of business 

consultants looking to help companies 

start a business venture in South and East 

Asia. Students will have the opportunity 

to research different cities across the 

region and decide which would be best 

for different companies to be the most 

successful! We look forward to seeing 

what they have to say! 

 

 
The Seventh Grade English classes are 

currently hard at work finishing their core 

novels, The Giver & Fahrenheit 451. 

Exposing the students to these dystopian 

novels has opened up a wealth of 

discussions about knowledge, power, and 

what makes a perfect world. This guided 

study has shown students some of the 

dangerous trends in our world. The 

students are gearing up to tackle one of 

the most difficult writing pieces of the 

year, a literary analysis. They will dissect 

these works to find out the meaning 

behind the words. While this is a difficult 

writing piece, students will be proud of 

their final product. 
 

http://www.relayforlife.org/chathamnj


 

 

 

8  EIGHTH GRADE NEWS 

 
 

 

Mark your calendar with these important 

eighth grade dates: 

 

 Eighth Grade students will visit CHS on 

May 4th and 5th. Students will hear from 

department chairs and participate in an 

activities fair in the CHS gym.  

 

The trip to Washington, D.C. is 

scheduled from June 8th - June 10th. 

More information regarding this trip will 

be forthcoming. End of year activities are 

being planned. Information will be 

forthcoming regarding the 8th Grade 

Celebration and pool party. 

 
Excel News 

 

The students in grades six, seven, and 

eight Excel Language Arts class wrote 

letters and Valentine's Day cards to each 

of the 80 residents in the New Jersey 

Firemen's Home in Boonton. The cards, 

letters, and candy were delivered and 

then distributed by the activities director 

during a party for the men. Our students 

helped to brighten the day of these men 

who have served their communities in 

New Jersey. 

 

“Remember there’s no such thing as a 

small act of kindness. Every act creates a 

ripple with no logical end.” – Scott 

Adams (author and creator of Dilbert 

cartoons). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GUIDELINES 
           Frank Benimeo 
      Stephanie Montefinese 
          Lindsay Rubin 
 
 
 

The PARCC is scheduled to begin April 

18
th

. Please encourage your child to get a 

good night’s sleep, eat a balanced 

breakfast, and arrive to school on time.  

 

Spring is here and we are busy working 

on next year’s scheduling and are 

continuing to meet with students, parents, 

and teachers.  The counselors are going 

to begin scheduling the elective and cycle 

courses which will be chosen by you and 

your children electronically through the 

parent portal.  We look forward to 

welcoming the incoming sixth graders 

next year and we are both sad and proud 

to see our eighth graders move on to the 

high school.  This transitional period may 

be difficult, so please, as always, call us at 

973-457-2539 with any concerns or 

questions you may have.  We are here to 

help.  You may also reach your counselor 

directly by calling 973-457-2506: 

extension 3018 for Stephanie 

Montefinese (House A), extension 3017 

for Lindsay Rubin (House B), and 

extension 3019 for Frank Benimeo 

(House C). 
 
 
 
 

       FROM THE STUDENT   
ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 

   Alex Emr 
 

 
 

 The Superintendents and Student 

Assistance Coordinators from Summit, 

New Providence, Berkley Heights, 

Millburn, and Chatham continued the 



 

 

Parent Wellness Series: What You Need 
to Know  in March with Being Here: The 
full value of cultivating mindfulness in 
ourselves and our children in a world of 
distraction, by John Grund, LCSW, at 

Chatham Middle School.  The next 

program will be hosted in New 

Providence in May.  Specific details will 

be sent out when available. 

 

The Municipal Alliance Committee of 

the Chathams will be hosting Kirk 
Martin’s Celebrate Calm  parent 

program.  This is Mr. Martin’s second 

time in Chatham, with his last visit in 

2014.  There will be two opportunities to 

attend on Wednesday, April 20
th

 at 

9:00am at Lafayette School, and 7:00pm 

at Chatham Middle School.  All K-12 

parents are welcome to attend! 

 

Student support groups are an integral 

part of the Department of Special 

Services at CMS.  These small groups are 

for students to discuss issues facing 

middle schoolers and to gain support in a 

confidential counseling setting.  If you 

believe your son or daughter could 

benefit from being a part of a support 

group at school, please see my webpage 

for more information on the groups.  

Please feel free to contact me with any 

questions: aemr@chatham-nj.org or 973-

457-2506. 
 
 

 
 
 

The CMS Library Media Center has 

been busy with research projects!  We 

have been working with our students on 

how to locate and access reliable and 

credible print and digital sources both 

within the library and on the Internet.  

We are striving to help make our 

students better consumers of information 

and strengthen their critical eye when it 

comes to evaluating sources.  The 

students have been learning about the 

various subscription databases the 

library has to offer and the benefits of 

using databases rather than the open 

web.  Additionally, we have been 

working with our students to strengthen 

their Internet search skills by teaching 

our students how to use Google search 

operators to narrow and refine the 

results.  We had the opportunity to work 

with all of the sixth grade social studies 

classes as they were researching ancient 

leaders, Mrs. Major's eighth grade Civics 

class as they researched ideas to create a 

bill for Congress, all eighth grade 

science classes as they researched 

alternative energy, and health classes as 

they research their specific 

health/medical topics for a project.   

 

The library would also like to remind 

students and parents that we do have 

iPods (for audiobooks) and Nooks (for 

eBooks) that are available for checkout 

at the circulation desk.  All students need 

to have the library's acceptable use 

policy (AUP) signed in order to 

checkout a device.  The library's AUP 

can be found on the Genesis Parent 

Portal under the Documents tab.  Parents 

can sign electronically and the library 

will have it on file for the duration of the 

student's time at CMS.  We would like to 

encourage our students to interface with 

reading in a variety of ways and using 

devices for audiobooks is a great way to 

do that.  Some of the benefits of using 

audiobooks for all students: introduce 

mailto:aemr@chatham-nj.org


 

 

students to books above their reading 

level, model good interpretive reading, 

teach critical listening, highlight humor, 

introduce new genres, introduce new 

vocabulary, provide a read-aloud model, 

and recapture "the essence and the 

delights of hearing stories beautifully 

told by extraordinarily talented 

storytellers"  

(http://www.readingrockets.org/article/b

enefits-audiobooks-all-readers).   

 

 
 

 
 

 

P.E. News 
 

As the weather begins to get warmer we 

want to remind everyone of the 

importance of personal hygiene among 

our middle school population. We 

encourage students to bring their P.E. 

clothes home every Friday to be washed 

and returned the following Monday.  We 

also encourage all of our students to 

bring in deodorant to apply before class 

begins every day.  For safety purposes, 

no spray deodorant is allowed in the 

locker rooms.  Thank you!  

 

Thank you for all of your efforts and 

support towards the 2016 Jump Rope for 

Heart Event.  This year we raised over 

$12,000 for the American Heart 

Association.  Congratulations to Coach 

Mazurkiewicz’s Class 6 for raising the 

most amount of money as a class with 

over $1,900 dollars donated! 

 

Our sixth grade NFL Play 60 event 

continues through April 4th. NFL Play 

60 challenges students to get 60 minutes 

of physical activity every day for 4 

weeks.  The activity booklets are due 

each Monday through April 4th for P.E. 

teachers to check. We have had great 

participation thus far and hope that each 

student can complete the full challenge 

and stay active!  

 
"Jazz in the Middle" Jazz Festival 

Thursday, April 21st  

7th Annual Festival 
 

Ten bands will be performing this year, 

our largest festival yet! Doors will open 

at 4:30pm. (The evening will conclude 

at 9:30 with a performance from the 

"Moonglowers". 2015's NJ Association 

for Jazz Education's Division II top 

honors winners.) Tickets are $3.00 at the 

door. Pizza, baked goods, music, and 

fun! Come celebrate April "Jazz 

Appreciation Month"! 

 

 

The seventh grade band will host and 

participate in the April 5th NJMEA 

North Region Music Festival. Bands 

from around the area will perform for a 

panel of adjudicators who will critique 

the groups in the hopes of providing 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/benefits-audiobooks-all-readers
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positive feedback for each of the band 

programs. Our seventh graders will have 

an opportunity to listen to other groups 

and some of the students will serve as 

guides for the visiting bands. We are 

looking forward to the experience. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Counseling Office Reminders 
 
 
Attention 8

th

 Grade Parents/Guardians: 

  

*IMPORTANT*:  If your child will 

 not be attending Chatham High School 

in September, please  email Mrs. Ryden 

in the Attendance Office 

at:  cryden@chatham-nj.org 

  

All eighth grade Academic and Health 

Records are sent to CHS the last week of 

school in June unless otherwise notified. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Starting the week of April 18

th

 the late bus 

will only be available on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. The late bus arrives at CMS 

at approximately 3:25pm and is available 

to all students. The last late bus of the 

school year will be on June 16
th

.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This semester our all-female eighth grade 

theater class will present: It was a Short 
Summer, Charlie Brown!  The script has 

been adapted from Charles Schultz’s 

1969 story in which Charlie Brown is 

asked to write a very long essay on what 

he did the previous summer. The short 

play shows the events of the Peanuts 

gang's summer camp adventure.   

 

This one act play will be performed for 

friends and family members of the cast 

on Friday, June 17th from 9:51 to 10:40. 
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The ACE Program Forensics Team received honors at the TheatreFest 2016 
held at Chatham Middle School on March 19. There were participants from 
school districts across Morris, and Union counties.  
. 
The following students received individual trophies at TheatreFest: 
 
Dramatic Monologue 
First Place – Emily Lamb 
Third Place – Veronica Quidore 
Fourth Place – Zoe Horowitz 
Fifth Place – Catherine Madden 
 
Dramatic Pairs 
First Place – Abigail Itzen and Roma Welsh 
 
Comedic Monologue  
First Place – Katrina Kianpoor 
Second Place – Julia Hearne 
Third Place – Christine Madden 
Fourth Place – Talia Miller 
Fifth Place –  Andrew Palmieri 
 
Comic Pairs 
First Place – Brooke Chasalow and Sarah Kloss 
Second Place – Zoe Horowitz and Emily Lamb 
Third Place – Julia Hearne and Katrina Kianpoor 
 
Best Improv Group – Julia Hearne, Mia Paone and Roma Welsh  
 
Also, thank you to all the forensic parents for spending the time rehearsing with 
your child to help make TheatreFest 2016 a success! 
 
Also congratulations to the Jr. Model UN Team.  The team received the following 
awards at the February 19 Jr. Model UN Day held at Drew University: 
 
Best Delegation – Luka Batljan, Krishan Bliss and Jackson Davis 
 
Outstanding Delegation – Margot Hearne, Naila Ismail and Katherine Wang 
 
 CMS Spelling Bee Team did a wonderful job at the March 11 Spelling Bee 
sponsored by the NJ Consortium for Gifted and Talented Programs. Matthew 
Stryszak finished in first place followed by Araayan Jena in fifth place, Olivia 
Mollo in thirteenth place and Olivia Garman in fourteenth place.   
 
If you have any questions, please call Monica McNee Guinan at 973-457-2507, 
Ext. 4017. 



 

 

 

 
 


